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The Canterbury Beat – Edition #17: Sunshine & Safety 

We have officially hit that beautiful stretch of May where the days are long, the weather is warm, and the city completely 

opens up. While it's fantastic to see everyone out enjoying the sunshine, this seasonal shift changes how we look at our 

daily patrols. 

 

This week, we are looking at how our team balances the upbeat energy of a sunny weekend with the practical safety steps 

that keep Canterbury a welcoming place for residents and visitors alike. 

Policing the "Green Lungs" 

 

When the temperature rises, the focal point of the city shifts from the shops to our open spaces—particularly 

Dane John Gardens and Westgate Gardens. 

 

Foot Patrols: We have increased our presence in these areas during the late afternoon and early evening hours. 

Our main goal is to keep these spaces inclusive for everyone, from families with young children to people enjoying 

a quiet picnic. 

 

The Shared Path: With more people out on foot, it’s a good time to remind everyone using bicycles to be mindful 

of pedestrian areas. We’re out chatting with riders to ensure the paths remain safe and accessible for toddlers, 

seniors, and everyone in between. 

 

The Summer Property Trap 

 

It happens every year as soon as the winter coats come off: we tend to drop our guard when it comes to our 

personal belongings. 

 

The Quick Grab: When you’re sitting on a bench, relaxing on the grass, or catching up at an outdoor café table, 

it’s easy to slip your phone into an open pocket or lay your bag on the ground beside you. Unfortunately, 

opportunistic pickpockets look for these exact moments of distraction. 

 

Keep It Secure: Our team is out doing "soft reminders" this week. Remember to keep bags zipped, devices out 

of plain sight when not in use, and never leave your valuables unattended on a table or blanket, even for a quick 

minute. 
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The "Twilight" Shift 

 

As the sun stays up longer, the transition from the daytime retail crowd to the evening social crowd happens 

much later and more gradually. 

 

Continuous Engagement: Our afternoon shifts are overlapping more heavily with our evening economy patrols. 

This means a seamless handoff of information between day shift and late teams regarding crowd flow and any 

specific areas needing attention. 

 

A Quiet Departure: We are also working closely with local transport hubs and taxi ranks to ensure that as the 

night winds down, everyone is able to make their way home safely and with minimal disruption to the people 

who live within the city walls. 

 

      DID YOU KNOW? The "15-Minute Rule" for Foot Patrols 

 

Question: Why do I sometimes see officers just standing still 

at major junctions like the High Street or the Buttermarket? 

 

The Answer: It’s a deliberate policing tactic called "Stationary 

Vigilance." Studies show that if an officer stands in one busy 

spot for just 15 minutes, they become significantly more 

approachable to the public than if they are actively walking to 

a destination. It also gives us a clear, uninterrupted view of the 

crowd's natural rhythm, helping us spot minor issues or 

someone needing directions long before a call. 

 

OVER TO YOU 

 

As we head into another bright weekend: 

 

Which green spaces in Canterbury do you 

visit the most during the summer? 

 

Are there any specific spots where you'd 

like to see our team set up a mobile 

community advice stall next month? 

 

 


